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DR CHING-HOWE CHAN 
Statement by Member for Bateman 

MR M.H. TAYLOR (Bateman) [12.55 pm]: I rise to acknowledge an individual who is making an outstanding 
contribution in my electorate of Bateman and beyond. Dr Ching-Howe Chan immigrated to Western Australia 
from Malaysia with his family when he was only a primary school student. He completed his high schooling and 
after a period of active involvement as a parent is now a life member of Christ Church Grammar School’s 
parents’ association. 

In 1997, Ching-Howe was elected as a City of Melville councillor in the university ward, making him the first 
ethnic Chinese person elected to any level of government in Western Australia. Ching-Howe decided to donate 
his entire sitting fee to the local community, beginning a tradition that he continued long after he moved on from 
his role as a councillor. In particular, Ching-Howe has been a generous donor to the two public schools in the 
university ward—Winthrop Primary School and Kardinya Primary School. It was at the annual presentation to 
Kardinya Primary School that I recently had the privilege of meeting Ching-Howe, this very inspiring man. 
Fifteen years later, he is continuing to bless the local community with his extraordinary generosity and goodwill, 
giving annual presentations to the schools and imparting this same spirit to local primary school students. 

An active and decorated citizen, Ching-Howe has received recognition both locally and internationally, including 
recognition by the Taiwanese government in 1997 as one of the 10 most outstanding Chinese living overseas. 
Ching-Howe is a proud West Aussie, and I am told he and his father used to attend both the dawn and dusk 
Anzac services out of respect for our forebears. A man of such character is to be praised, and I seek to publicly 
commend and thank Ching-Howe for his generous and sincere contribution to the electorate of Bateman and to 
the wider community. 
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